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Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, 

Thank you for that explanation. I am 
pleased to hear that homeless children 
will be able to receive services while 
their families are taking actions to 
comply with immunization and other 
health and safety requirements. 

Regarding enrollment while other re-
quired documentation is obtained, the 
bill language requires that States use 
procedures to ensure such enrollment 
occurs after an initial eligibility deter-
mination is made. Yet, eligibility docu-
mentation is among the required docu-
mentation homeless families must 
produce. However, we know that home-
less families struggle to produce docu-
ments, due to their poverty and mobil-
ity. Can Senator MIKULSKI, please clar-
ify the intent of the phrase ‘‘after an 
initial eligibility determination?’’ 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, 
The language calls for procedures to 
permit enrollment of homeless chil-
dren, after an initial eligibility deter-
mination, while required documenta-
tion is obtained. To implement this 
language and its intent, States will 
need to implement procedures to make 
abbreviated initial eligibility deter-
minations of homeless children and en-
roll them immediately, while required 
documentation, including some docu-
mentation to prove eligibility, is ob-
tained. 

For example, a State could adopt a 
procedure that a child referred by a 
local educational agency McKinney- 
Vento homeless liaison would be deter-
mined to be initially eligible and en-
rolled in services immediately, while 
required documentation is obtained. 
The family then would have to take 
necessary steps to provide standard 
documentation to establish eligibility. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
thank Senator MIKULSKI for that im-
portant clarification. The intent of the 
bill as she describes it will greatly im-
prove homeless children’s access to 
childcare. I appreciate the Senator’s 
dedication to this legislation, which 
helps expand opportunity for families 
and enhance the quality of childcare 
for young people across the country. 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
support the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant, CCDBG, reauthor-
ization bill, S. 1086, which is now pend-
ing before the Senate. I urge my col-
leagues to pass this legislation, which 
would send it to the President for his 
signature. I want to congratulate my 
colleagues, Senator MIKULSKI for her 
leadership on this bill, and Senator 
HARKIN, Senator ALEXANDER, and Sen-
ator BURR. This reauthorization has 
truly been a bipartisan effort and illus-
trative of the Senate HELP Commit-
tee’s effectiveness this Congress, and I 
congratulate Senator HARKIN on his 
leadership of this committee as he re-
tires from Congress next month. 
Through the HELP Committee’s lead-
ership and work with their House coun-
terparts, this legislation will serve to 
better support working families and 
children and make a significant im-

provement to our current childcare 
programs. 

The last time we authorized this pro-
gram was in 1996. I know that very well 
because I was serving in the House of 
Representatives at the time and had 
the opportunity to be the ranking 
member on the Human Resources Sub-
committee in the House Ways and 
Means Committee that was considering 
welfare reform and childcare, and how 
we could reward families for work, and 
how our welfare system could become a 
transitional program rather than a per-
manent program that would allow peo-
ple, particularly moms, to be able to 
get into the workforce, stay in the 
workforce and climb up the economic 
ladder. 

Today, under CCDBG, there are 1.6 
million children eligible for program 
services. CCDBG provides not only a 
safe environment for those children, 
but allows 70 percent of their parents 
to work and an educational oppor-
tunity for the child at the same time. 
A Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families, TANF, study showed that 
parents who had their children in 
childcare for 2 years or more were more 
likely to remain employed. CCDBG 
provides stable employment, help for 
the child, and a positive economic situ-
ation for the family. 

This bi-cameral, bi-partisan CCDBG 
reauthorization bill before us makes 
improvements to this successful pro-
gram, as it should. It allows the States 
to develop 13 specific health and safety 
standards, such as first aid and CPR, 
and SIDS, sudden infant death syn-
drome. It is keeping our children safer 
in childcare by having safety standards 
that are developed. This legislation: re-
quires the States to do annual health, 
safety, and fire inspections of nearly 
all childcare providers; expands com-
prehensive background checks for 
those who are involved in childcare; 
steadily increases the annual author-
ization of appropriations; phases in a 
doubling of the annual set-aside for 
quality initiatives to 9 percent by 2019; 
makes information available online for 
parents to make informed childcare de-
cisions; promotes more transparency in 
the program; and provides additional 
State flexibility on how they can set 
priorities within the childcare pro-
gram. This program is a model of how 
federalism should operate, with the 
Federal Government and the States 
collaborating together to improve the 
quality of life for many middle-class 
American families. 

This legislation will accomplish our 
objectives so we can get more people 
into the workforce and provide access 
to early childhood education to help 
children succeed in life. This program 
will allow us to help American families 
and strengthen the economic security 
of America. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I suggest the ab-
sence fo a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I ask unanimous 
consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
concur, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to concur in the House amendment 
to S. 1086, an act to reauthorize and improve 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act of 1990, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid motion to concur in the House 

amendment to the bill. 
Reid motion to concur in the House 

amendment to the bill, with Reid amend-
ment No. 3923 (to the motion to concur in the 
House amendment), to change the enactment 
date. 

Reid Amendment No. 3924 (to amendment 
No. 3923), of a perfecting nature. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
is considered expired. 

The motion to concur with amend-
ment No. 3923 is withdrawn. 

The question is on agreeing to the 
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to S. 1086. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER), 
the Senator from Washington (Ms. 
CANTWELL), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN), the Senator 
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
and the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mrs. SHAHEEN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), 
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI), the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO), and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘aye’’ and 
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 
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